
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST201/601 Theology Proper: The Doctrine of God 
Spring 2008 

 
 

I. Instructor 
Frank H. Walker, Ph.D. 
Email: walker@cityseminary.org 
Phone: 451–4168 

 
II. Course Description 

A study of the existence and knowability of God, his attributes, the Trinity and the decrees of 
God. Attention will be given to the doctrine of creation and its importance for Biblical study, as 
well as the problem of evil. Two credits. 

This class will meet every Tuesday evening between January 15 and May 6, 2008, except 
March 4 and 18, from 6:00 PM to 7:40 PM. 

 
III. Required Reading 

Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin 
Systematic Theology by Louis Berkhof 

 
IV. Recommended Reading 
  Manual of Christian Doctrine by Louis Berkhof 
  Studies in Theology by Loraine Boettner 
  Augustine: Later Works (pp. 17–181) ed. by J. Burnaby 
  Religion, Reason and Revelation (chs. 1, 2 and esp. 5) by Gordon Clark 
  The Trinity by Gordon Clark 
  Topical Lectures on Scripure by R.L. Dabney 
  Systematic Theology (vol. 1) by Charles Hodge 
  The Christian View of Man by J. Gresham Machen 
  Knowing God by J.I. Packer 
  A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith by Robert Reymond 
  Institutes of Elenctic Theology (vol. 1) by Francis Turretin 
 
V. Course Requirements 

a. Reading 
 Reading assignments will be given for each class. Because the reading assignments vary 
in length, students are advised to read ahead as much as possible. Summaries of these 
assignments are due each week in writing (½–1 page per week for undergraduate students 
and 1–2 pages per week for graduate students). Please do not write any more than this. The 
summaries will count as 30 percent of each student’s grade. No late assignments will be 
accepted. 
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b. Tests 
 There will be a total of two examinations in this course: a mid-term (March 11) and a final 
(May 6). These examinations will include lecture material and reading assignments. Each 
exam will count as 35 percent of the student’s grade. 

c. Attendance 
 Students are expected to attend all classes. In the event of unavoidable absence, the 
student should seek excuse from the instructor beforehand. Two excused absences are 
permitted without a reduction in grade. Recipients of Mission to the City Scholarships with 
more than two unexcused absences will be billed full cost for the course. 
 

VI. Rules and Policies 
See separate sheet. 
 

VII. Schedule of Lectures and Assignments 
 
Date Lecture Topics Reading Assignments 
Jan. 15 The Existence of God  

22 The Knowability of God Calvin (Book I), chs. 1–4 
29 The Essence and Attributes of God Calvin, chs. 5–9 

Feb. 5 Incommunicable Attributes Calvin, chs. 10–14 
12 Communicable Attributes Calvin, chs. 15–18 
19 The Names of God Berkhof (Being of God), chs. 1–2 
26 The Doctrine of the Trinity Berkhof, chs. 3–4 

Mar. 4 NO CLASS  
11 MIDTERM EXAMINATION  
18 NO CLASS (Easter Week)  
25 The Trinity in the OT and NT Berkhof, chs. 5–6 

 Apr. 1 The Decree of God Berkhof, chs. 7–8 
8 Predestination Berkhof (Works of God), chs. 1–2 

15 Creation Berkhof, chs. 3–4 
22 Providence and Miracles Berkhof, chs. 5–6 
29 The Problem of Evil  

May 6 FINAL EXAMINATION  
 


