
 
 
 
 
 
 

NT351/651 New Testament Introduction 
Spring 2008 

 
 

I. Instructor 
Frank H. Walker, Ph.D. 
Email: walker@cityseminary.org 
Phone: 451–4168 

 
II. Course Description 

A consideration of the text of the New Testament, focusing on the origin and transmission of 
the text. Special attention will be given to the office of the apostolate, the concept of canon and 
textual criticism. Because we will be dealing with textual issues in the Greek New Testament, 
students who register for this course must have a reading knowledge of Koine Greek. Two hours. 

This class will meet every Thursday evening between January 17 and May 8, 2008, except 
March 6 and 20, from 7:50 PM to 9:30 PM. 

 
III. Required Reading 

New Testament Textual Criticism by David Black 
Rethinking New Testament Textual Criticism by David Black 
The Byzantine Text-type and New Testament Textual Criticism by Harry Sturz 
Selected Readings 

 
IV. Course Requirements 

a. Reading 
 Each student is expected to read the required text in its entirety. This is essential for 
participation in classroom discussion. Students will also be required on their examinations to 
affirm that they have read all the materials to date. Those who cannot affirm this will receive 
a 10 percent grade reduction for the examination. 

b. Term Paper 
 Each student will be required to write two papers. Papers must follow the Turabian style. 
Grade will be based on grammar and format, argument, use of Bible, and bibliography. 
 The first paper (5–7 pages for undergraduate students; 8–10 pages for graduate 
students) will focus on the New Testament canon. Your specific topic must be approved by 
the professor by January 31. Papers are due on February 28. This paper will count as 15 
percent of the total grade for the course. 
 The second paper (same page lengths as above) will focus on an aspect of textual theory 
or criticism. Topic must be approved by the professor by March 27. Papers are due on May 1. 
This paper will count as 25 percent of the total grade for the course. 

c. Tests 
 There will be a total of two examinations in this course: a mid-term (March 13) and a final 
(May 8). These examinations will include lecture material and reading assignments. Each 
exam will count as 30 percent of the student’s grade. 
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d. Attendance 
 Students are expected to attend all classes. In the event of unavoidable absence, the 
student should seek excuse from the instructor beforehand. Two excused absences are 
permitted without a reduction in grade. Recipients of Mission to the City Scholarships with 
more than two unexcused absences will be billed full cost for the course. 
 

V. Rules and Policies 
See separate sheet. 
 

VI. Schedule of Lectures and Assignments 
 
Date Lecture Topics Reading Assignments 
Jan. 17 Introduction to Topics  

24 Relationship between the OT and NT I Maccabees 
31 Jewish Post-canonical Literature Articles by Newman and Kent 

Paper #1 Topic Due 
Feb. 7 OT Concept of Canon Against Apion I and II (Josephus) 

14 Use of the Canon by Christ Article from Kittel 
21 The Church and the NT Canon Black, NT Textual Criticism 
28 New Testament Manuscripts PAPER #1 DUE 

Mar. 6 NO CLASS  
13 MIDTERM EXAMINATION  
20 NO CLASS (Easter Week)  
27 Causes of Error in Textual Transmission Black, Rethinking, Intro. and Ch. 1 

Paper #2 Topic Due 
 Apr. 3 The History of NT Textual Criticism Black, Rethinking, Chs. 2 and 3 

10 Westcott and Hort Black, Rethinking, Chs. 4 and 5 
17 The Majority Text: Sturz Sturz, Part I 
24 The Majority Text: Pickering Sturz, Part II 

May 1 Textus Receptus and Comma Johanneum PAPER #2 DUE 
8 FINAL EXAMINATION  

 


