City Seminary

Sacramento

CH231/631 Ancient Church History
Spring 2008

. Instructor
Frank H. Walker, Ph.D.
Email: walker@cityseminary.org
Phone: 451-4168

Il. Course Description
A survey of the early history of the Christian church from the birth of Christ until the
accession of Pope Gregory | (AD 590). Emphasis will be given to the development of doctrine,
worship, ecclesiology, and the growth of the papacy. Two credits.
This class will meet every Tuesday evening between January 15 and May 6, 2008, except
March 4 and 18, from 7:50 PM to 9:30 PM.

lll. Required Reading
The Apostolic Fathers trans. by J.B. Lightfoot
The Early Church by Henry Chadwick
The Emergence of the Catholic Tradition by Jaroslav Pelikan

IV. Course Requirements
a. Reading
Reading assignments will be given for each class. Because the reading assignments vary
in length, students are advised to read ahead as much as possible. Summaries of these
assignments are due each week in writing (¥:—1 page per week for undergraduate students
and 1-2 pages per week for graduate students). Please do not write any more than this. The
summaries will count as 30 percent of each student’s grade. No late assignments will be
accepted.
b. Tests
There will be a total of two examinations in this course: a mid-term (March 11) and a final
(May 6). These examinations will include lecture material and reading assignments. Each
exam will count as 35 percent of the student’s grade.
c. Attendance
Students are expected to attend all classes. In the event of unavoidable absence, the
student should seek excuse from the instructor beforehand. Two excused absences are
permitted without a reduction in grade. Recipients of Mission to the City Scholarships with
more than two unexcused absences will be billed full cost for the course.

V. Rules and Policies
See separate sheet.
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VI. Schedule of Lectures and Assignments

Date Lecture Topis Reading Assignmest
Jan.15  Christian Historiography
22 Preparations for the NT Chadwick, chs. 1-3
29  The New Testament Lightfoot, | Clement
Feb.5  The Sub-Apostolic Age Lightfoot, Letters of Ignatius and
The Didache
12 The Apologists Chadwick, chs. 4-7
19  Heresies and Creeds Chadwick, chs. 8-11
26  The Church Fathers Chadwick, chs. 12-15
Mar. 4 NO CLASS
1 MIDTERM EXAMINATION
18  NO CLASS (Easter Week)
25  The Doctrine of the Trinity Chadwick, chs. 16-18 and Conclusion
Apr.1  The Doctrine of the Trinity, cont. Pelikan, ch. 2
8  Monasticism and the Papacy Pelikan, ch. 3
15  Ambrose, Chrysostom and Jerome Pelikan, ch. 4
22 Augustine Pelikan, ch. 5
29  Closing Comments Pelikan, ch. 6

May 6  FINAL EXAMINATION



